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SUBJ: SALVADOR LARA RESIGNS; AYALA WILL BE NEW FOREIGN MINISTER 

1 . JORGE SALVADOR LARA, GOE FOREIGN MINISTER SINCE DECEMBER, 

1976, RESIGNED JUNE 10 CITING A PREVIOUS AGREEMENT WITH THE 
GOE TO SERVE IN THE POSITION SIX MONTHS. SALVADOR SAID THAT 
HE HAD ACCOMPLISHED HIS WORK PLAN IN THE MINISTRY AND THAT 
HE WAS LEAVING HAPPILY. 

2. UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFARIS JOSE AYALA LASSO SPOKE 
WITH CHARGE ON PHONE SOON AFTER SALVADOR'S ANNOUNCEMENT AND 
CONFIRMED THAT HE WOULD BE NAMED MINISTER EARLY NEXT WEEK. 

AYALA SHOULD BE WELL KNOWN TO THE DEPARTMENT. 

3. AYALA SAID THAT HE DID NOT PLAN TO ATTEND THE OASGA IN 
GRENADA NEXT WEEK AND INFORMED THAT OAS PERM REP. GALO LEORO 
WOULD HEAD THE ECUADOREAN DELEGATION. ALTHOUGH AYALA REQUESTED 
THAT THE SECRETARY MAINTAIN HIS BILATERAL APPOINTMENT WITH 
LEORO. CHARGE TOLD HIM THIS WAS PROBABLY NOT POSSIBLE. 

AYALA UNDERSTOOD. 

4. ASKED ABOUT REASON FOR SALVADOR S SUDDEN DEPARTURE. 

AYALA REPLIED THAT THEY WERE PERSONAL AND HAD NO CONNECTION 
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WITH ANY INTERNAL OR EXTERNAL POLITICAL PROBLEM. 

5. COMMENT: SALVADOR’S RESIGNATION, COMING IN THE MIDDLE OF 

A STATE VISIT BY ARGENTINE JUNTA MEMBER ADMIRAL EMILIO MASSERA, 

WAS UNEXPECTED. WE CAN ONLY SPECUALTE THE REASON BUT AS FAR 
AS WE KNOW (AND AS EXPRESSED BY AYALA) HIS RESIGNATION WAS 
NOT CAUSED BY ANY PERSONAL OR POLICY DISAGREEMENT WITH THE 
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COUNTRY'S MILITARY LEADERS. IT IS KNOWN THAT SALVADOR IS 
CONSIDERED BY MANY CONSERVATIVES TO BE AN IDEAL PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATE AND THAT SALVADOR HIMSELF IS POLITICALLY AMBITIOUS. 

HE MAY WISH TO DEVOTE HIMSELF TO THIS GOAL NOW THAT HE HAS 
RELIEVED HIMSELF OF HIS PORTFOLIO. 

CORR 
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